approach. Most of the contributors deal with the common pathological processes and deformities. Some chapters are of particular interest such as that on the Stone operation which may be an alternative to the commonly practised Keller's. operation for hallux valgus. Another chapter on non-excision triple arthrodesis, describes a technique which is less destructive and traumatic than the standard procedure. This book will appeal to all those interested in foot problems as it provides a worthwhile collection of articles which add to the relatively sparse literature on the subject. LESLIE Professor White is to be congratulated on this review which is of an extremely high standard. It is written in the kind of language which can be understood by anybody with a clinical background, and provides a really fine and up-to-date description of the abnormal htemoglobin field and of the exciting advances which have been made in our understanding of the pathophysiology of the abnormal hemoglobin disorders. The article is well illustrated and is set at just the right level for the clinician or laboratory worker who is not working in the abnormal htemoglobin field but who wishes to keep up to date with the exciting developments in this area. I have certainly not read a better introduction to the subject than this and can recommend it most strongly to the audience for whom it is written.
D J WEATHERALL

Nuffield Professor of Clinical Medicine
The Radcliffe Infirmary, Oxford
The Treatment of Venous Disorders edited by John T Hobbs pp xvi +438 illustrated £12.50 Lancaster: MTP 1977 After a long time in the doldrums, the pathol and treatment of venous disease is now a sub which is increasingly exciting the attention of fi class workers, both in the research and clin fields. This book, with articles from the leading cen in Europe, America and Russia, illustrates c( pletely the many advances which have revc tionized this subject in the last seven or ei years. John Hobbs is to be congratulated bringing together so many first-class authors fr different countries.
Nearly all aspects of the subject are covei often in a controversial or challenging way by or more authors. The practice of ordinary varic vein treatment in England, South Africa, Rus Italy, the United States, Switzerland and Irelan summarized by workers from each country; makes interesting, if somewhat confusing, read] Modern methods of investigating venous dise; radioisotopes, venography, flow and press studies and ultrasound are all adequately covei The second half of the book, which deals v the post-thrombotic syndrome and the mod experimental and clinical work on major ven occlusion and obstruction, is of particular inte to all those who are concerned in the 'groA edge' of this subject. Articles by K Haeger on ulcers, and by J Vollmar on major vein rec struction may be singled out for their partict excellence in this part of the book. This book is a comprehensive and very g4 review of modern research, thought and clin practice in the field of venous disease. It is a b( for the specialist in the vascular field who can r it with critical discrimination. It is in no senm textbook for a beginner in surgery or a student Arnold 1977 This is a much-needed small book on a big subji Some may be surprised hbw big a field is touci on in it, though Dr Hayward has inevitably b, selective, and the book is very economic; expressedw'ell written but sometimes a breathless. I am grateful for the Editor's insiste that I should write this review, in spite of professional relationship with Dr Hayward.
